The British electoral system

First Past the Post (FPTP)

FPTP is the voting system used for the election of MPs to seats in the UK Parliament. It is a system in which the "winner takes all" and usually gives a clear majority at national level. This means that a candidate in a constituency only needs one more vote than the nearest rival to win the seat. Similarly, political parties only need to win one more seat in the House of Commons to have a majority.

Advantages of FPTP

- There is very little chance of extremist parties being elected to Parliament under FPTP because they are unlikely to gain enough votes in any one constituency.

- Generally the results of elections using FPTP can be calculated quickly. When necessary, this makes the transfer of power from one party to another much easier.

Disadvantages of FPTP

- The main criticism of FPTP is that the number of votes cast for a party in general elections is not accurately reflected in the number of seats won. An example of this was the 1997 election when the Conservatives gained 18% of the vote in Scotland but not one seat. This is mirrored at constituency level, where the winning candidate may have received only one third of the votes. Indeed, a government may be elected on a minority vote, as happened in 1974 when the Labour Party won the general election on the number of seats gained but the Conservatives had a larger share of the vote across the country.

- Smaller parties are not fairly treated under FPTP. Although they may have a good national support across the country, they do not get a proportional number of MPs because there are not enough votes concentrated in constituencies to let them win seats.

- FPTP also encourages tactical voting. This means voting for a party, other than your preferred party, to prevent another party from being elected. An example of this would be when a supporter of a small left-wing party votes the Labour Party in order to keep the Conservatives from winning.
THE U.K. GOVERNMENT
All Government Ministers have to be a member of either the House of Commons (most of them) or the House of Lords (the remainder of them)

Historically most British governments have been composed of ministers from a single political party which had an overall majority of seats in the House of Commons and the 'first-past-the-post' (FPTP) electoral system greatly facilitates and promotes this outcome. However, occasionally there have been coalition governments.

For five years, the UK had its first coalition government in 65 years when, in May 2010, the Conservatives went into coalition with the Liberal Democrats because in the General Election they did not secure a majority of the seats. 

However, at the General Election of May 2015, the Conservative Party won an overall majority and the normal arrangement resumed of all Ministers coming from the same party.

The Prime Minister
The UK does not have a President. Constitutionally the head of the state is the monarch who is a hereditary member of the Royal Family. However, the monarch has very few formal powers and stays above party politics. He or she receives a weekly oral report from the Prime Minister, a tradition which began with King George I in 1714.
Therefore, in practice, the most important person in the British political system is the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is a very powerful figure and increasingly has been behaving much like a president in other political systems, especially in the area of foreign policy. The official residence of the Prime Minister is at 10 Downing Street in central London.

THE U.K. JUDICIAL SYSTEM
The British judicial branch is extremely complex. The United Kingdom does not have a single legal system due to it being created by the political union of previously independent countries.  
Unlike most countries which operate a single system of law, the UK operates three separate legal systems: one for England and Wales, one for Scotland, and one for Northern Ireland. Although bound by similar principles, these systems differ in form and the manner of operation.

Recent changes saw a new Supreme Court of the United Kingdom that was created in October 2009. The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom is the supreme court in all matters under English and Welsh, Northern Irish and Scottish law.

