TOM JONES

MR ALLWORTHY: He is a widower, his wife and children died and he lives alone with his sister, Bridget. He is a good man (page 11), he is generous, in fact he immediately adopts Tom when he finds him in his bed. He isn't scandalized and he doesn't condemn Tom's mother for abandoning him (page 12). He thinks Jenny Jones is Tom's mother and he helps her to start a new life (page 14)
BRIDGET: She has a bad character (page 11), she isn't married at the beginning of the story and she is considered a spinster because she is too old to get married (she is 30). She is Tom's real mother. She is supposed to have strong moral values (page 12), but actually she is hypocritical. In fact she abandons her child because she doesn't want to face the scandal of having a child without being married. She condemns Tom's mother saying she is a bad person (page 12) probably for 2 reasons: because she feels guilty and because she doesn't want others to suspect she may be his mother. She marries Captain Blifil who is only interested in her money, and they have a child, Master Blifil. Mr Blifil dies soon.   

TOM: He has a lot of qualities, he is courageous, generous, always ready to help women in danger or friends, but he has also some weaknesses. First of all, he can't resist women, so even if he is in love with Sofia, he has a lot of love affairs during the novel. Then, he is impulsive and reckless and he is always ready to fight with other men when they provoke him. His troubles come from his enemies, but also from these two weaknesses

BLIFIL: He is the villain of the story, apparently he is good, but actually he is only interested in money, he is hypocritical and false. He doesn't love Sophia, but he wants to marry her to take revenge on Tom, because he feels offended by the fact that Sophia prefers Tom to him. 

TOM and BLIFIL grow up together, they are half-brothers because they have the same mother, but they don't know it. They are very different (page 24). As children, Tom is lively, he gets into trouble easily and he is often punished, while Blifil is apparently quiet, polite and religious, but actually he is a liar and he tries to hurt Tom in many ways. Two episodes prove Tom's good qualities and Blifil's evil nature. Tom enters the land of Squire Western (a noble man) to hunt with a friend. He is discovered and punished, but he says he was alone to save his friend. After that, Blifil insults Tom calling him "bastard" and Tom hits him. Instead of fighting, Blifil goes to their tutor and asks him to punish Tom, so he is also a coward (page 25). In another episode (page 26) Blifil takes Sophia's beloved bird out of the cage and lets it fly away. Tom tries to catch the bird, but a hawk kills it. The bird was a gift Tom had given to Sophia, that is why Blifil wants to hurt it. Blifil is naughty and wicked.

MOLLY: She is a poor girl who seems in love with Tom. He tries to resist her, but then she seduces him and they have a love affair. Molly gets pregnant and tells Tom that the baby is his child. Actually, she has many lovers and she wants to marry Tom only because he is quite rich. At first, Tom accepts his responsibility, so he acts bravely also in this case, but he doesn't want to marry Molly because he loves Sophia, he only wants to give her some money. When he discovers Molly with another man (page 39), he leaves her    
SOPHIA: She is beautiful, good, she belongs to a rich and noble family. On page 31 she is in danger and Tom saves her (and he breaks his arm). This happens quite often, because she is the typical heroine that must be saved, she is a quite conventional and idealized character, she always behaves perfectly. She is in love with Tom, but she can't marry him because he is an orphan, so her father doesn't want this marriage. She respects her father, but she doesn't accept to marry anyone else and she escapes from her house. 

SOPHIA'S FATHER: He represents the old values, he doesn't care about Sophia's feelings and happiness, he only wants her to marry a rich and noble man, so he accepts Sophia's marriage with Tom only at the end of the story, when he discovers Tom actually belongs to a good family

Page 56-57: Sophia's aunt thinks Sophia is in love with Blifil and the two families approve this marriage. When she discovers the truth (that Sophia loves Tom), she and Sophia's father get very angry and try to oblige Sophia to marry Blifil.  Sophia then escapes from home to avoid the marriage. 
Page 59: Tom and Sophia are discovered together. For this reason, Mr Allworthy gives him some money and orders him to leave the house.
Page 72-73: Tom is having dinner with some soldiers he has met. One of the soldiers offends Sophia and he fights with him. Once again Tom shows that he can't control his feelings and his rage, he is always ready to fight, even if he always gets into trouble 

Page 77: Tom meets the man that everyone thinks is his father, Mr Partridge, who has become a barber and a doctor. The rumours that he is Tom's father has ruined his life and he has lost all his fortune. 
The story is full of coincidences, the main characters meet everywhere. There are also a lot of secrets and misunderstandings. These are typical elements of these novels and they are used to make the story more interesting and also to make the happy ending possible.
Page 86: Sophia and Tom are in the same inn (other coincidence), but Sophia discovers that he is with a woman, so she leaves her muff on Tom's bed to let him know that she was there and that she knows everything. Then, she leaves the inn without speaking to him. Later, Tom finds Sophia's notebook (another coincidence) and wants to give it to her. In London, Tom is invited to a masked party and he thinks Sophia has invited him, but this is another misunderstanding. The invitation comes from a Lady (Lady Bellaston) and Tom spends the night with her. So, once again he can't resist when a woman seduces him. The lady even gives him money and clothes. 
Page 117: Tom fights with a jealous husband and he hurts him. So he is sent to prison. Once again his weaknesses (women and fighting) have created him a serious problem. In prison he receives a letter from Sophia saying that she has read Tom's letter to Lady Bellaston where he asked her to marry him and she doesn't want to see him again. Actually, Tom wanted Lady Bellaston to leave him and he wrote this letter to make the Lady believe he was interested in her money, it was a trick. But Sophia doesn't know it and she is very angry

Page 126: Tom leaves the prison because the jealous husband has recovered. He discovers that one of his lovers is Jenny Jones and he thinks she is his mother. He is desperate, but Jenny explains to him that his real mother is Bridget. Before dying, Bridget wrote a letter to her brother to confess the truth and Jenny went to Mr Allworthy to give him the letter, but Mr Allworthy was ill and she gave the letter to Blifil who destroyed it and didn't say anything because he wanted to remain the only heir of Mr Allworthy's money. So Blifil's bad actions are discovered, everyone now knows that Tom actually belongs to a rich and important family and so he can marry Sophia. Sophia forgives him for his many love affairs and they get married. Blifil is sent away by Mr Allworthy, but Tom forgives him and gives him some more money 
