THE US ELECTORAL SYSTEM

Overview of the Presidential Election Process

An election for President of the United States occurs every four years on Election Day, held the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. The 2016 Presidential election was held on November 8th, 2016.

The election process is quite long and complex: it begins with the primary elections in January/February and moves to nominating conventions, during which political parties each select a nominee. The candidates then campaign across the country to explain their views and plans to voters and participate in debates with candidates from other parties.

During the general election, Americans go to the polls to cast their vote for President. But this popular vote does not determine the winner. Instead, the people elect the Electoral College that will elect the President. 
Electoral College 
The Electoral College is elected through a majority system in 48 states out of 50. This means that if a state has six electoral votes and a candidate wins 48 per cent against their opponent’s 47, in that state the first candidate gets all six electoral votes.

Much like with British First Past the Post electoral system, the best strategy for presidential candidates is to ‘win small, lose big’ in individual states, since if you lose by one per cent you get nothing, but if you win by one per cent you get all the electoral votes.
Because of this majority system, a President may win the elections despite getting fewer votes than the other candidate. That is exactly what happened with Donald Trump and Hilary Clinton: Clinton won the popular vote by more than 230,000 votes. Nevertheless, Trump has become the new US President
Inauguration Day

Inauguration Day occurs every four years on January 20th at the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, DC. On this federal holiday, the elected President and Vice-President swear and take office.

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/government/votes-counted/index.shtml

