THE THREE POWERS OF THE STATE
In classical political theory, there are three powers of the state:

1. The legislative power that makes new laws or changes existing laws
2. The executive power that executes and enforces the laws

3. The judicial power, that is the judges and the courts who ensure that everyone obeys the laws.
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THE USA: INSTITUTIONS AND HISTORY
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¢ Has the Ameri-
can President the
same powers/pre-
rogatives as the
Italian President
of the Republic?

Political organization
The first settlers — Asian hunters and nomads — reached North America
about 30,000 years ago. The first Buropeans arrived thousands of years
later, in 1492. Less than three hundred years after the beginning of the
EBuropean colonization, thirteen colonies split from Britain and declared
their independence in 1776 forming the United States, the world’s first
constitutional federal republic. During the 19 and 20™ centuries, 37 new
states were added to the original 13 as the nation expanded across the
North American continent.

< The US Capitol.





Answer the questions:
1. When did the USA become independent?

2. How many colonies formed the USA when they obtained independence? Where were they and why?

3. What is the US form of government? What does it mean?

4. How many states are in the USA now?

5. How is the American flag called? Why?

6. Why does the American flag has thirteen stripes and fifty stars? 

7. How many levels of government are in the USA?

8. What's the capital of the USA?

9. What can you find in Washington?
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The United States of America is a federal republic of 50 states.

There are three levels of government in the United States: federal, state,
and local. Washington, DC (officially the District of Columbia) is the capital
city and administrative district of the United States. Washington is home
to the three branches of the US federal government and most federal

agencies such as the CIA, the headquarters for the World Bank and the
IMF (International Monetary Fund).





Read the texts in the 2 following pages and answer these questions:
1. What is the federal government composed of?

2. Who appoints the justices?

3. Describe the main features of the Houses of Representatives 

4. Describe the main features of the Senate

5. Who elects the President? How often?

6. What are the functions of the President?

7. What does every law have to respect?

8. What happens if a law is found unconstitutional by the court?

9. Can a single person ask the court to decide if a law is unconstitutional?

10. Which government has the greatest influence over people's daily lives?

11. Has each state a constitution?

12. Who is the most important elected official of each state?

13. Who is the most important elected official of the local government?

14. What are the two main political parties in the USA? Which one is conservative and which one is progressive?

15. Why is money so important in the federal elections? 
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Government, President and Congress

The federal government is the national US government. The Constitution
of the United States limits the powers of the federal government to defense,
foreign affairs, printing money, controlling trade and relations between the
states, and protecting human rights. The federal
government is made up of Congress (legislative
branch), the President (executive branch), and the
Supreme Court (judicial branch). Justices of the
Supreme Court are appointed by the President.
Congress is the lawmaking institution composed
of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The
House of Representatives has 435 members called
representatives or congressmen and congress-
women, who are elected by the people of a state
for a period of two years. The number of representatives for each state de-
pends on the size of the population of the state, and each state has at least
one representative. The Senate has 100 members called senators, who are
elected by their state to serve a term of six years. Each state has two
senators.

The President is elected by an Electoral College, made up of electors rep-
resenting the states. Each state has a number of electors equivalent to its
total Congressional representation (House of Representatives members
from the state plus its two senators). The District of Columbia also has
three electors. The President serves for four years. He
acts as head of state, head of the Cabinet (the Vice-pres-
ident plus the 15 heads of the executive departments),
and is commander in chief of all armed forces.

Most bills may be introduced in either house of Congress.
If both the Senate and the House of Representatives ap-
prove a bill, the President is asked to sign it. The President
can veto a bill, but Congress can still make it a law if two-
thirds of the members of
each house approve it.
Every law at every level of
government must be in agree-
ment with the United States Constitution.
Any citizen who thinks that his or her rights
are being violated under the law may take
their case to a court of law, and through all
the courts in the system up to the Supreme
Court if necessary. Any law which is found
by the court to be unconstitutional is re-

pealed”.

<4 The White House. Washinaton.

'V The Congress Hall.

'V Barack Obama and
his family.

1. made up of: con
posto da
2. repealed: abrogia

3. draw supp

SONo soste




[image: image4.jpg]3. draw support:

Sono sostenuti

State and local government

State government has the greatest influence over people’s daily lives.
Each state has its own written constitution which may vary from state to
state. Differences may concern issues such as property, crime, health,
and education. The highest elected official of each state is the Governor.
The institutions that are responsible for local government in the US are
called town or city or county councils. They pass laws that affect a town,
city or county. These laws concern issues such as traffic, the sale of
alcohol, and keeping animals. The highest elected official of a town or
city is usually the Mayor.

Political parties

The federal and state governments are dominated by two major political
parties, the Republicans and the Democrats, with the Republican Party
being more conservative and the Democratic Party being more pro-
gressive. Several other smaller parties exist as well.

Both parties draw support” from across the diverse socio-economic classes
of the United States’ multi-ethnic society, while business interests provide
most of their financial support. However Republicans receive more
funding and support from business groups, traditional Christians, and
rural Americans. The Democrats, on the other hand, are supported by
labour unions, intellectuals and minority ethnic groups. Because federal
elections in the United States are among the most expensive in the world,
access to funds is vital in the political system. Thus corporations, unions,
and other organized groups that provide funds and political support to
parties and politicians play a very large role in determining political
agendas and government decision-making.

2. Read the texts and say if the state-
ments are true (T) or false (F).
1. The federal government's power

is limited to certain areas.
2. The federal government has

three branches. [TI[F]
3. There are more senators than
congressmen. (T[F]
4. Congressmen serve longer.
5. Congress cannot pass a bill

if the President vetoes it. [T][F]
6. There is no difference between

the different states’ constitutions, (TI[F]
7. The highest elected official of

a town or city council is the

Governor.
8. If a citizen can prove a law to be
unconstitutional he/she can have it
changed. (TI[F]

3. Read the text on political parties and
find:

a. the two major parties in the us;

b. which party is considered to be more
conservative and which more progressive.

4. To which party do the following state-
ments refer? In some cases they may refer
to both.

1. Many rural Americans support this par-

ty:
-
2. This party is traditionally supported by

the labour unions:
-

3. Organised bodies are responsible for
much of their funding:
4. They have a strong following of religious

Christians: -

5. They receive a lot of funding from busi-

Ness groups:
e e

6. A party supported by diverse socio-

€conomic groups:
-

SPEAKING

5. Discuss.

* How is the government of your country
organised?

* What are the different political parties?
* What do they stand for?




