THE CHARTERS OF FREEDOM
The three following documents, known collectively as the Charters of Freedom, have secured the rights of the American people for more than two and a quarter centuries and are considered essential to its founding and philosophy of the United States.

1. The Declaration of Independence (1776)
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.(Preamble to the Declaration of Independence)
The Declaration of Independence expresses the ideals on which the United States was founded and the reasons for separation from Great Britain.

2. The Constitution

The U.S. Constitution established America’s national government and fundamental laws, and guaranteed certain basic rights for its citizens. It was signed in 1787 by delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, presided over by George Washington. Until that time the national government had been weak and states had operated like independent countries. At the 1787 convention, delegates created a plan for a stronger federal government with three branches–executive, legislative and judicial–along with a system to ensure no single branch would have too much power. 
3. The Bill of Rights
The Bill of Rights is composed of the first 10 amendments to the Constitution. 

These amendments guarantee basic individual protections such as freedom of speech and religion and became part of the Constitution in 1791. To date, there have been a total of 27 constitutional amendments.

SOME FAMOUS AND/OR IMPORTANT AMENDMENTS
Second Amendment: "A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed."
The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery and it was passed in 1865 at the end of the American civil war.

READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Which documents form the Charters of Freedom?

2. When was the Declaration of Independence signed?

3. What are the people's inalienable rights according to the Declaration of Independence?

4. What did the US Constitution establish?

5. Where and when was the US Constitution signed?

6. Who signed it?

7. Why was the US Constitution written?

8. What did the US Constitution want to create?

9. What documents is the Bill of Rights composed of?

10. When did the Bill of Rights become part of the Constitution?

11. What does the Bill of Rights guarantee?

12. How many amendments have been approved so far?

13. What does the Second Amendment say?

14. Why is the Thirteenth Amendment so important? When was it approved?
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An overview

of the US economy

After the Great Depression of the 1930s —
during which about a quarter of the labour
force lost its jobs — the US economy was able
to recover, favoured by victories in World
War II and the end of the Cold War in 1991,
and the country became the world’s most powerful nation state. Over a
span of more than five decades, the economy has achieved steady growth
which the global economic crisis is now threatening,

The US is a market-oriented economy, where private individuals and
business firms make most of the decisions and enjoy greater flexibility
than their counterparts in Western Europe and Japan. For the most part,
the US government plays only a small direct role in running the nation’s
economic enterprises. Businesses are free to hire or fire employees and
open or close plants. Unlike the situation in many other countries, new
products and innovative practices can be introduced with minimal bu-
reaucratic delays. The government does, however, regulate various aspects
of all US industries. Federal agencies oversee worker safety and work
conditions, air and water pollution, food, drug and transportation safety;
etc. The Social Security Administration operates the country’s pension
system, which is funded through payroll taxes'.





Read the text and answer these questions:

1. What events helped the US economy to recover in the twentieth century?

2. What influence has the global economic crisis on the US economy now?

3. How can you define the US economy?

4. What role does the US government play in the US economy?

5. What are the businesses free to do?

6. Is there much bureaucracy in the USA?

7. What do federal agencies control?

8. How is the US pension system funded?
