

Read these texts and underline the answers to these questions:

THE FIRST WORLD WAR

1. When and why did the first world was start?

2. Were people happy when the war started? Why?

3. What kind of idea did people have about the war?

4. How and why did the British government support this idea? 

5. What did people think about the duration of the war? Why?

6. Were they right? Why?

7. Why did the soldiers dig trenches?

8. What was the No Man’s Land?

9. Why couldn’t the armies advance and conquer new lands?

10. How long were the trenches in this period?

11. Describe life in the trenches

RUPERT BROOKE 
1. Why was he very popular?

2. What did he do when the war started?

3. When and how did he die?

4. Did he fight for long in the war?

5. What are his most famous works?

6. What kind of attitude did he have to war and death?

7. What kind of symbol did he become?

8. What did he embody?
THE FIRST WORLD WAR (1914-1918)

The First World War started in 1914 when the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand was killed in Sarajevo. When the war broke out everyone was happy and eager to fight because there hadn't been wars for a long time and so no-one really knew what a war was like. People had an idealized idea of the war linked to patriotism, courage, bravery...The British government supported this idea using propaganda to convince the people to join the army
Moreover, everyone thought the war would be very quick and short thanks to the new and very powerful weapons (poison gas, shells, guns...), but actually these weapons were so powerful that defence was the only possible strategy. So the soldiers dug trenches to protect themselves and the war became immediately static, with the armies stuck in the trenches for 4 years. 

In fact, a lot of soldiers had to die just to conquer a small part of No Man's Land (the land between the trenches) and the enemy's trenches and, even if they managed to conquer them, the enemies just retreated to the other line of trenches behind them and then everyone was stuck again. After a few attempts of this kind (with thousands of dead soldiers), the armies gave up and stayed in the trenches. In these years there was an almost continuous line of trenches that divided Europe, from the north of France to the north of Italy 

Life in the trenches was terrible, the main problems for the soldiers were:

- Dirt, for example remains of food, empty tins, waste, nearby latrines, the soldiers couldn't change and wash for weeks 

- Rats and lice which spread diseases

- Decomposing animals and human corpses nearby

- Weather: the winter between 1916 and 1917 was particularly cold; when it rained, the trenches were full of mud  

RUPERT BROOKE (1887-1915)
He belonged to a rich family. He was also a good athlete and a good student and he was very popular because he was handsome. When the war started, he joined the army, but he died in 1915 because of a disease, so he didn't have enough time to live and understand the reality of the war. 
His reputation was based on 5 war sonnets that express a sentimental attitude to war and death in battle. The publication of his sonnets coincided with his death and he became the symbol of the "young romantic hero" in the early phase of the war. He embodied the enthusiasm and the idealized vision of the war that characterized the English people at the beginning of the war.  

READ THE TEXT ON PAGE 383 (only Owen's life and works) AND ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS (homework for venerdì 9/2)
1. When did Owen join the army?

2. When did he die?

3. What did his poem "Anthem for Doomed Youth" speak about? 
