COKETOWN
COMPREHENSION

Coketown is a town of red bricks that have become partly black because of the pollution (l. 4-6). It's full of factories. There are large streets and small streets, but they are all very similar (l. 13-14) and also all the buildings look the same. Even the churches look like factories (l. 27) 

According to the rich (middle class) people the main problems of the poor people of Coketown are 4:

1. They don’t go to the church on Sundays and so they want to force them to become religious (l. 43-52)
2. They get drunk very often (l. 52-55)
3. They take drugs (opium) (l. 55-56)
4. They go to sinful places (l. 56-68)
They use statistics to prove that these problems are very serious and must be solved. They also think, like Mr Gradgrind, that the poor people who live in Coketown are bad because they don't know what they want and they are never satisfied, even if they have a lot of comforts (l.72-76). This is the typical Victorian attitude that blames the poor because they are poor. In this period, for the first time, rich people try to help the poor people to improve their living conditions (for example they build hospitals and workhouses), but this philanthropy is based on the idea that poverty is a consequence of laziness; so, they think that if these people are poor, it’s their fault.
ANALYSIS

In this text the narrator is third person and omniscient

The keyword of the passage is “fact”, because it is repeated several times and the town is defined “a triumph of facts” (l.2)

There is some important imagery in the text: 

· Similes: the town is compared to a savage (l. 5-6), the engine is compared to a mad elephant (l. 11-12)
· Metaphor: the smoke is compared to serpents (l. 7)
These images are connected with animals and nature, in opposition to urban life, but they are negative images (the elephant is mad, the savage is dirty, the serpents are actually pollution) because Dickens wants to criticize industrialization that corrupts nature. So, this nature is no longer natural and positive, but it has been corrupted by the industries.
There are also a lot of repetitions (for example “same”, “like one another” in lines 13-18) that give the idea of the monotony and alienation of the poor people’s life; they also express the lack of hope in the future of the poor people who know that every day will be the same for them, until they die. They have no possibility to change their life and their future. There are also other repetitions (facts, tabular statements) that underline the importance of reason and science for this society where there is no place for creativity, imagination and art (black and white, severe characters in line 31). 
In his novels Dickens speaks about the problems and features of the industrial towns and of the British society in general. In this text we can find:
- The pollution of the industrial towns
- The alienation and lack of individuality of the poor people who live in slums and have no hope for the future. They only work and they will work until they die. They can only forget their present and their monotonous and terrible life drinking or taking opium 

- The new Victorian institutions (for ex. school, hospital, jail...)

- The philanthropy of the rich people and of the charities; however, it is based on wrong ideas because the rich people blame the poor for their situation      

