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Beta woman who once got lost in the reservation, is no ordinary ‘savage’. Having learned English
by reading the works of Shakespeare, he is at first fascinated by the efficiency and functionality of
the new world but is soon disturbed by its darker side, its infantile culture of instant gratification,
the absence of free will and personal identity and the enslavement of the lower orders.
Eventually, he leaves London to try to live a solitary Robinson-Crusoe-type existence in a
lighthouse, but his eccentric lifestyle soon makes him a figure of amusement for tourists from
London. At the end of the book, realising there is no way out, John commits suicide. His death
conveys a feeling of deep pessimism about the future of the ‘brave new world’.

Features and themes

Brave New Wrld is a novel of ideas, which combines elements from several different genres of
writing: fable, science fiction and philosophical essay. Its language varies from the clinically
scientific to the satirical. Huxley’s narrator often introduces criticism of the world he is describing
through a particular comment or choice of phrase. At one point, for example, describing the
artificial birth of Brave New World's citizens, he says ‘the newly-unbottled babes uttered their first
yell of horror and amazement’. Here the word ‘horror’ is inappropriate to describe the
perspective of an infant. Instead it appears to be a direct moral comment by the narrator.

Like much of the best science fiction, Huxley’s novel has often beén described as a prophetic
book. Published in 1932, it anticipates elements of both the immediate and long-term future of
the world. In the short term, the genetic purity of the society Huxley describes predicts Nazi
Germany’s policy of ‘eugenics’ - the attempt to produce an Aryan master race by purifying
Europe of all ‘inferior’ and ‘undesirable’ peoples. This policy resulted in the horrors of the
Holocaust. In the long term, it anticipates the genetic manipulations of modern biology and the
prospect of human cloning.

Huxley’s world, however, is not composed of exclusively perfect or hyper-intelligent beings, but of
people of different orders of intelligence who are conditioned to be happy with their social destiny.
The Alphas are in fact potentially the most dangerous members of this society. As they understand
the mechanisms by which it functions, they also have the power to undermine the social order. But
they too are subject to subtle forms of
conditioning that make them identify
with their role. Only a few eccentric
‘thinkers’ from this caste, such as Bernard
Marx, pose any real threat to the society
and their destiny is to be exiled to remote
regions of the world where they can do
no harm.
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The dangers In this sense Huxley's Brave New World is simultaneously utopian and dystopian. It begins asa
of utopia where everybody is happy, since no-one questions their position or the logic on which the

organisation

society is based. However, the dissatisfactions of the most intelligent citizens and the
introduction of the ‘savage’ John, a figure who in some sense represents the possibility of huma
free will, reveals the limits and ethical injustices of this ‘perfect’, programmed society in whidh
the individual is completely subordinated to the needs of the social order. Yet the book s
questions John's own freedom and individualism. In the same way that the citizens of Brzve New
World ate conditioned from infancy to be happy in their roles, Huxley suggests that John i
equally conditioned by the culture of Shakespeare’s world and its notions of heroism, truth |
free will. In fact, John expresses himself almost exclusively through quotations from Shakesp
The title itself, Brave New World, comes from The Tempest and is the name that John gives to th
world he is introduced to.




