PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
In "Pride and prejudice" we can find several characteristics that are typical of Jane Austen's novels. 
The novel is not a simple love story, because Jane also describes the society in a realistic way and she speaks about the importance and the necessity of marriage for women: through marriage, women can improve their role in society (especially if they marry a rich man), but without a husband, they don’t have any role, they can’t even inherit the house of their family. That’s why Elizabeth’s friend accepts to marry Mr Collins without loving him, because it is her last chance to have a house and a family (at that time, a woman was considered old at 27) 
THEMES: love, marriage, social conventions. Her novels speak about ordinary events (balls, walks, tea parties, visits to the neighbours). At that time (the beginning of the 19th century), women didn't work, they stayed at home waiting for a man to get married; so these balls, walks etc. were the only “adventures” of their life and they were also great opportunities to meet a man. Another important theme was the contrast between the individual’s desires (for ex. to get married for love and not for interest) and the society (that is the need to follow decorum and social conventions and to obey the family)  
SETTING: the English countryside, the environment Jane knew best because she lived there all her life
HAPPY ENDING: at the end, the main characters get married and live happily
CHARACTERS: they belong to the country middle and upper classes, usually the women belong to a lower class and have to find a richer man.  
Other typical characters are parents who want their children to get married (like Mrs Bennet) and seducers without scruples (like Mr Wickham) who exploit innocent young girls (like Darcy’s sister). In Pride and Prejudice we have the following characters:

- Elizabeth, the protagonist: she is an unconventional character because she refuses two marriage proposals and she accepts to marry Mr Darcy only when she is sure that she loves him. When she rejects her cousin’s proposal, she knows that this marriage would be the solution to her family’s economical problems (her cousin will inherit their house when her father dies because there isn’t a son and they will have to go away). However, she can’t marry a man who she doesn’t love; on the contrary, she finds him ridiculous and stupid, so she goes against her mother’s will and she refuses him. She is more independent and she has a stronger personality than the typical heroines of that time. She is also brighter and more intelligent than her sisters and her mother.

- Mrs Bennet: she is quite silly, she is only interested in finding husbands for her daughters, she doesn't know how to behave properly in society

- Mr Bennet: he is intelligent, ironical and detached, he is also open-minded because he supports Elizabeth when she rejects Mr Collins’s proposal. He likes teasing his wife, his favourite child is Elizabeth because she is more similar to him

- Jane: Elizabeth's elder sister, she is very kind, she respects social decorum and she always tries to behave properly, that's why she doesn't express her feelings for Mr Bingley

- The younger daughters: they are similar to their mother, they are silly and always looking for fun and adventures. They don’t respect decorum and they don’t care about scandals.
THE TITLE: the title refers to the two main characters. 
Elizabeth is proud because she refuses to marry Mr Darcy that is a good looking and very rich man who would be the ideal husband for every woman. She is also prejudiced against him because she believes Mr Wickham's false stories without verifying them. 
Mr Darcy is proud because he belongs to an important and noble family and he is prejudiced against Elizabeth's family because they belong to a lower social class and because her mother and younger sisters don't behave properly in society. 
At the end of the story they have learned to know each other, so their marriage will probably be happy because, according to Jane Austen, a good marriage should be based on mutual knowledge. This wasn’t so obvious at that time because people usually got married after just a couple of meetings and without knowing each other
