THE VICTORIAN VALUES

RESPECTABILITY: A respectable Victorian man had a good job, good manners, a beautiful house and servants, a nice family, a good wife who stayed at home taking care of their children and he went to the church regularly. This respectability was usually mixed with hypocrisy because the same respectable men often had hidden vices (they had lovers, they gambled and drank...)
MORALITY: Women had to get married and had children and then they had to stay at home, they couldn't work. Women who had a child without being married were rejected by their families and by the society and they were called "fallen women". Sexuality was strongly repressed and considered something bad and sinful. Many forms of entertainment were also considered dangerous and sinful.
PHILANTHROPY: In this period a lot of poor people lived in the industrial towns in terrible conditions, they had to work 14/16 hours a day, they lived in the so called "slums", suburbs full of overcrowded, squalid and very dirty houses without any service. Diseases such as cholera and tuberculosis were common and the mortality rate among these people was very high. The towns and the factories were very polluted this caused other disease, for example cancer. Many poor people became alcoholic or drug-addicted to try to forget their terrible living situations. Even women and children worked as hard as the men, but they were paid less. 
In this period the richer classes (especially the middle class) started considering a duty to improve the condition of the society in general and of the weakest people in particular. So, the first modern hospitals were built and a lot of charities were founded to help the poor, the sick, the disabled, the unemployed, the orphans etc. and to redeem prostitutes, drunkards and so on. There were also the so called "ragged schools" that gave poor children a basic education. Other services were also introduced: water, gas and lighting, parks, shops (in rich areas). Even now Victorian institutions, such as prisons, police stations and town halls, are still present in British towns 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE

During the Victorian age, Great Britain became a very large and powerful empire that included a lot of countries in Africa, Asia and Oceania. In 1877 Queen Victoria was crowned Empress of India. 
Colonialism was a typical phenomenon of this age and it was based on the idea of racial superiority. The British (and the Europeans in general) thought that they were a superior race that was destined by God to dominate the others. They were convinced that it was even a duty for them (they called it "The white man's burden") to impose their superior way of life, culture, laws and institutions on native peoples all over the world.  
