THE JOURNAL: COMMENT
3. 

The setting in time is very precise and detailed because it is a diary and the dates are at the beginning of every text. It’s Autumn 1659. The setting in place is a remote island that Robinson calls "The Island of Despair"(line 3). On this island the weather is changeable, but very rainy. As R. says, it's probably the rainy season

4. 

The story is told in the first person, that is the protagonist and the narrator are the same person. This makes the story more believable and realistic because it seems that R. himself is telling his real story. Moreover, the reader can understand better the main character's thoughts and feelings
5.

The story is told in chronological order as all the novels of this period

6. 

1. In the first 2 paragraphs R. is desperate and discouraged because all his friends are dead and he is alone on a desert island without food and weapons. He thinks that there are probably wild animals and dangerous savages on the island and he can't defend himself, so he thinks that he will probably die. However, at the end of the day he proves that he hasn’t lost courage and rationality because he finds a safe place for the night on a tree, where the wild animals can’t attack him. Moreover, he sleeps well 
2. In the third paragraph, when he sees that the ship is still floating, he starts to change his attitude and he hopes that he will survive. This change is represented by some positive words, per example "To my great surprise" (l. 12), "It was some comfort" (l.14) and "I hoped" (l.16).

3. The sentences that describe all his actions to carry the food, the goods, the wood and the weapons from the ship to the island (l. 26-33) prove that he never gives up, he always reacts to bad events and he is ready to do everything to survive 
4. Only at the beginning of the text he thinks of his dead friends for a short time, then he starts doing things and he only focuses on his survival on the island. He doesn’t waste time; in fact, if he had spent time thinking and complaining, the storm would have destroyed the ship before he could carry all the goods to the island
5. Robinson is rational and practical. He is a man of action who doesn't waste his time. He is always ready to react and to fight. He is also intelligent and strong. He is the typical self-made man of the 18th century who uses his intelligence and good qualities to solve problems and to survive and improve his life
8.

He writes a diary because he wants to keep track of time, he wants to know which year, month and day is and how long he has been on the island. He also wants to recognize God’s will in the events that happen to him. Finally, he is alone and he wants to tell his story to someone; moreover, if he dies and someone arrives on the island, they will find the diary, read his story and discover what happened to him.
