BREXIT

What does Brexit mean?

It is a word that combines Britain and exit and it refers to the UK leaving the EU.

Why is Britain leaving the European Union?

A referendum was held on 23rd June, 2016, to decide whether the UK should leave or remain in the European Union. Leave won by 52% to 48%. 

What were the results across the UK?

England voted for Brexit, by 53% to 47%. Wales also voted for Brexit, with Leave getting 52% of the vote and Remain 47%. Scotland and Northern Ireland both voted for staying in the EU. Scotland supported Remain by 62% to 38%, while 56% in Northern Ireland voted Remain and 44% Leave.

What changed in government after the referendum?

Britain got a new Prime Minister: Theresa May. She replaced David Cameron, who announced he was resigning on the day he lost the referendum. Like Mr. Cameron, Mrs May was against Brexit, but she played only a very small role in the campaign and she was never an enthusiast for the EU. Like Mr. Cameron, she belongs to the Conservative Party. Theresa May obtained 2 extensions from the UE, but she resigned in July 2019 when the deal she signed with the EU was rejected by the British Parliament. The present Prime Minister is Boris Johnson, who belongs to the Conservative Party and who has always supported Brexit. Meanwhile, the UE has accepted another extension, until 31st January 2020 (the original deadline was March 2019). 
Who wanted the UK to leave the EU?

The UK Independence Party, which received a lot of votes in the 2015 general election, but who saw their votes strongly reduced in the following election, campaigned for many years for Britain's exit from the EU. They were joined during the referendum campaign by about half the Conservative Party.
What were the reasons for wanting the UK to leave?

People said Britain was damaged by the EU, which imposed too many rules on business and made Britain pay billions of pounds a year in membership fees for little in return. They also wanted the UK to make its own laws again, rather than having to share decision making with other EU nations.

Immigration was also a big issue for Brexit supporters. They wanted Britain to take back full control of its borders and reduce the number of people coming here to live and/or work. One of the main principles of EU membership is "free movement", which means you don't need to get a visa to go and live in another EU country. 

Who wanted the UK to stay in the EU?

The Prime Minister David Cameron was the leading voice in the Remain campaign. Other members of Mr. Cameron's Government also supported staying in. The Conservative Party was divided on the issue and officially remained neutral in the campaign. The Labour Party, Scottish National Party, the Green Party and other parties were all in favour of staying in.

The former US president Barack Obama also wanted Britain to remain in the EU, as did the leaders of other EU nations such as France and Germany.

What were the reasons to stay?

Those campaigning for Britain to stay in the EU said the UK got big advantages from membership because it makes selling things to other EU countries easier and the immigrants, who are generally young, well educated and keen to work, help economic growth.

They also said Britain's status in the world would be damaged by leaving and that they are more secure as part of the 28-nation EU, rather than alone.
Brexit negotiations

They officially started a year after the referendum, in June 2017. These are the main issues:

· trying to get an agreement on the rights of UK and EU expatriate citizens after Brexit 

· deciding the amount of money the UK will pay on leaving, the so-called "divorce bill" 

· deciding what will happen to the border between Northern Ireland and Ireland. This is the main issue as now there is no border between Ireland and Northern Ireland and people can travel freely from one country to the other 

· discussing a "transition" period and future relations between the UK and the EU.

 

